Comparison of the July texts of the WTO agriculture negotiations

Cotton

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

Substantial and effective reductions in product-specific support (cap), substantial improvement in MA (each tariff line), elimination of export subsidies

Work on cotton under all 3 pillars will reflect the vital importance of this sector to LDCs
Work on cotton under all 3 pillars will reflect the vital importance of this sector to LDCs
Recognition of importance for a certain number of countries, vital importance for DCs, esp. LDCs.
appropriate prioritization in negot., subcommittee on cotton, encompass trade distorting policies of all 3 pillars
See text of 30.7.2004

Domestic support

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

SND

Longer implementation periods and lower reduction coefficients, continued access to provisions under art. 6.2.

No SND with regard to de minimis mentioned
SND

Longer implementation periods and lower reduction commitments.

Exemption from any requirement to reduce de minimis domestic support. No product specific capping on historical basis criteria for DCs
SND

See text of 16.7.

Reduction of de minimis, fully taking into account the importance of de minimis programmes for subsistence and resource-poor farmers
SND

See text of 16.7.2004 

Reductions in de minimis will be negotiated taking into account SND. DCs allocating almost all de minimis programmes for subsistence and resource-poor farmers will be exempt.

AMS

a) Tiered Formula ( substantial reduction

b) Mbs with higher total AMS ( greater reductions (absolute or relative)

c) Capping of product specific AMS at average levels during a historical basis to be agreed

d) Further reductions of some of the product specific caps.

De minimis: will be reduced by a % to be agreed
AMS
a) und b) see 16.7

The parameters of a tiered approach and possible additional criteria remain under negotiation (base period and levels, initial cuts, staging of commitments, end figures)

Issue of initial contribution remains under negotiation

c) Capping of product specific AMS at average levels during a historical basis to be agreed

Establish disciplines on a product-specific basis incl. capping levels and based on criteria to be determined


AMS
First instalment of the overall cut in the 1st year = sum of all trade-distorting support will not exceed 80% of overall base level.

a), b) (absolute or relative) see 16.7.

c) see 16.7., but methodology to be agreed

Instead of d): Substantial reductions in final bound AMS will result in reductions of some product specific support.
AMS
First instalment see 30.7.2004, but ...will not exceed 80% of the sum of final bound AMS plus permitted de minimis plus Blue Box at the level determined in § 15.

a), b), c), d) see 30.7

De minimis: ( will be negotiated

Abbreviations: DC = Developing countries; DdCs = Developed Countries; SND = Special and differential treatment; AMS = Aggregate Measurement of support; mbs = members, STEs = State Trading Enterprises; SPs = Special products, SSM = Special Safeguard Mechanism; NTCs = Non Trade Concerns; AoA = Agreement on Agriculture; TRQs = Tariff Rate Quotas; GIs = Geographical Indications; MFN = Most Favoured Nation; LDCs = Least Developed Countries; NFIDCS = Net food importing DCs.

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

Blue Box

a) The base for measuring the BB component will be the higher of existing BB payments during a recent representative period to be agreed and the cap to be established

b) Art. 6.5. will be modified: direct payments under production-limiting programmes and direct payments unrelated to current production.

c) BB will not exceed an agreed % of the average total value of agricultural production during a historical period. 

d) Mbs with large BB ( some flex., no wholly disproportionate cut

e) Further review of above criteria (see §13): balance of WTO rights and obligations, no perverse effect of undoing reforms
Blue Box

a) Abolition

b) Art. 6.5. may be modified

c) and d) see 16.7.

e) Further strengthening of above criteria. The new criteria must be agreed for the reform of art. 6.5. to be concluded; balance of WTO rights and obligations o perverse effect of undoing reforms 

The new criteria shall include: product specific caps and reduction, price-gaps differentials, accumulation, offsetting of amounts transferred from other trade distorting categories of support.
Blue Box

a) see 16.7.

b) Art.6.5. will be reviewed

c) BB support will not exceed 5% of a mbs average total value of agricultural production during an historical period. 

d) see 16.7,

e) additional criteria may be negotiated, but balance of WTO rights and obligations, no perverse effect of undoing reforms


Blue Box

a), b), c), d) see 30.7.

e) Additional criteria will be negotiated, rest see 30.7



Green Box

a) Review of GB criteria

b) Ensure that basic concepts, principles and effectiveness of GB remain, take due account of NTCs

c) Improved obligations for monitoring and surveillance


Green Box

a) Review and clarification of GB criteria

b) see 16.7, but take due account of NTCs 

c) see 16.7

Additional disciplines will be established with regard to accumulation of support on any product through measures under AMS, art. 6.5, Annex II.
Green Box

a) see G20 proposal

b) and c) see 16.7.


Green Box

See 30.7

Export competition

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

a) Elimination by the end date (credible) to be agreed: export subsidies, trade distorting element of export credits, trade distorting practices of STEs, provision of food aid (not used as a mechanism of surplus disposal, prevent commercial displacement) 

b) SND: longer implementations periods, continued benefit from art. 9.4., appropriate provisions export credits for LDCs, NFIDCs
a) see 16.7 plus insurance programmes

b) SND: see 16.7 plus DCs will be exempted from any further disciplines on their STEs incl. monopoly powers plus developing disciplines on export measures as contained in Part V of AoA.


a) see G-20 plus some specifications of disciplines to be agreed in the area of export credits and insurance programmes.

Food aid: issues will be addressed in negotiations = role of international organisations, question of providing food aid in fully grant form; not used as a mechanism of surplus disposal

b) SND: see 16.7 plus account will be taken of the role of STEs in DCs
a) see 30.7

b) see 16.7 plus STEs in DCs which enjoy special privileges to preserve domestic price stability and to ensure food security will receive special consideration for maintaining monopoly status.

Market access

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

Tiered Formula

a) Effective, substantial and progressive tariff reductions from bound rates

b) All mbs (except LDCs) will make a contribution. SND = integral part.

c) Remain under negotiations: number of bands, thresholds, type of tariff reduction in each band

d) Role of a tariff cap requires further evaluation
Tiered Formula

a), b), c) and d) see 16.7 plus the need for flexibility is recognised with a view of sensitive products through combination of TRQ commitments and tariff reductions applying to each tariff line. The selection and treatment of sensitive products remains under negotiation.


Tiered Formula

a), b), c) and d) see 16.7
Tiered Formula

a), b), c), d) see 16.7



Sensitive Products

a) Fair contribution of DCs is difficult until it becomes clearer what contribution is likely to be forthcoming from DdCs

b) Accomodation of sensitivities = post framework stage, but some shape because of pillar inter-linkages at this stage

c) Selection: Tariff lines which currently incorporate out-of-quota tariff rates = close approximation of the max. permissible number of tariff lines

d) Principle of substantial improvement applies to each tariff line

e) Substantial improvement through combination of TRQ and MFN

f) Some element of MFN-based TRQ expansion for each tariff quota line (coherent and equitable criteria to be dev.)

g) Establish minimum cut of out-of-quota-tariff rate
Sensitive Products

Only mentioning: 

Need for flexibility is recognised with a view of sensitive products through combination of TRQ commitments and tariff reductions applying to each tariff line. The selection and treatment of sensitive products remains under negotiation.

f) see 16.7 
Sensitive Products

a) and b) not mentioned

c) Selection: Without undermining the overall objective of the tiered approach, mbs may designate an appropriate number, to be negotiated, of tariff lines to be treated as sensitive.

d), e), f) and g) see 16.7 


Sensitive Products
See 30.7.

Other Elements

a) Additional flexibility: reduction or elimination of in-quota-tariff rates, operationally effective improvements in TRQ administration

b) Address tariff escalation

c) Tariff simplification remains under negotiation

d) SSG remains under negotiations
Other Elements
a), b), d) see 16.7

c) Tariffs will be simplified incl. through conversion of non-ad valorem tariff to ad valorem equivalents through a methodology to be agreed.
Other Elements
a) see 16.7...so as to enable mbs, and particularly DCs mbs, to fully benefit from market access opportunities under TRQs

b), c), d) see 16.7
Other Elements
See 30.7

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

SND

a) SND = integral part of all elements of negotiations

b) Proportionality through lesser tariff reduction commitments from DCs in each band of tiered approach

c) Basis for selection of sensitive products for DCs will be established

d) Flexibility to designate, under conditions to be agreed in the negotiations, a certain number of tariff lines as SPs, no requirement to expand TRQ on SPs

e) Establishment of SSM under conditions to be agreed.

f) Full implementation of the long-standing commitment to fully liberalise trade in tropical agricultural products

g) The importance of long-standing preferences is recognised (reference = TN/AG/10)
SND
a) see 16.7

b) plus DCS will apply lower rates of tariff reductions over a longer timeframe and no requirement to eliminate in-quota-tariffs. Additional SND applied to TRQs.

c) sensitive products: the number will be proportionally higher than those of DdCs

d) SPs: see 16.7 plus which would only be subject to a minimum cut of a % to be agreed and no new commitment regarding TRQs; when tariff bindings are very low (% to be agreed) no requirement to reduce tariff and access to SSM will be ensured

e), f) and g) see 16.7


SND
a) see 16.7 incl. the tariff reduction formula, the number and treatment of sensitive products, expansion of TRQs and implementation period.

b) Proportionality will be achieved by requiring lesser tariff reduction.

d) SPs: Flexibility to designate, under conditions to be agreed, an appropriate number of products as SPs.

e) A SSM will be established.

f) and g) see 16.7


SND
a) see 30.7

b) Proportionality will be achieved by requiering lesser tariff reduction commitments or TRQ expansion commitments from DdCs.

d) SPs: Flexibility to designate an appropriate number of products as SPs, based on criteria on food security etc. These products will be eligible for more flexible treatment. Criteria and treatment will be further specified during negotiations and will recognise the fundamental importance of SPs to DCs.

e), f) and g) see 30.7



Least Developed Countries

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

a) No reduction commitments

b) Work on cotton under all 3 pillars will reflect the vital importance of this sector to LDCs

c) The issue of duty-free and quota-free access for LDCs remains under negotiation.
a) and b) see 16.7

c) DdC will provide duty-free and quota-free access for all products from LDCs.
a) see 16.7 plus DdC and DCs in a position to do so should provide duty-free and quota-free market access.

b) see 16.7 plus and we will work to achieve ambitious results expeditiously. 
See 30.7

Recently acceded members

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

The particular concerns of recently acceded mbs will be addressed under conditions to be agreed.
The particular concerns of recently acceded mbs will be effectively addressed.
The particular concerns of recently acceded mbs will be effectively addressed through specific flexibility provisions.
See 30.7

Other issues

Text of 16.7.2004
G-20-paper of 25.7.2004
Text of 30.7.2004
Final Text of 2.8.2004

Issues to be addressed: sectoral initiatives, differential export taxes, GIs
Delete plus disciplines on export prohibitions and restrictions will be strengthened (art. 12.1 AoA)
See 16.7 plus disciplines on export prohibitions and restrictions (see G20)
See 30.7
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