Comparison of agriculture framework proposals from August 2003 to August 2004

Domestic support

Derbez-text (13.9.2003)
EU/US-proposal (13.8.03)
G-20-proposal (20.8.2003)
G-90-paper (12.9.03)

*AU (28.5.04)
G-33 paper on MA (1.6.04)
Oshima-Text (2.8.04)

Amber box: ( of Final bound AMS in the range of x%-y%

Blue box: Modification of art. 6.5., support shall not exceed 5% of the total value of agriculture production in 2000-2002 period by [ ]% + linear reduction of [ ]%
De minimis: ( by [ ]%

Overall reduction: total of AMS, BB and de minimis shall be subject to a cut of least [ ]% + down payment

Green Box: review


Amber box: ( „in the range of“ x-y

Blue box: introduction of a ceiling of 5% of the total value of agricultural production

De minimis: ( by X%

Overall reduction of the sum of de minimis, blue box and amber box.
Amber box: ( „in the range of“ x-y (product specific) + down-payment.

Subsidised products which have accounted for more than [%] of world exports shall be subjected to the upper levels of reduction, with a view to elimination.

Blue box: elimination of art. 6.5 

De minimis: reduction by x%

Sum of AMS and de minimis shall be subject to a cut of at least [ ]% 

Green box: (§5-13) cap and/or ( + additional disciplines
DS: Substantial reduction of all forms of trade distorting support

De minimis: elimination for DdCs

Amber and blue box: substantial reduction with a view to phasing out and elimination.

Box shifting*: prevent by establishing permanent mechanisms/modalities

Green box: Cap
------------
Amber Box: Tiered Formula, a) mbs with higher total AMS ( greater reductions (absolute or relative), b) capping of product specific AMS at average levels during a historical basis to be agreed, c) further reductions of some of the product specific caps, d) first instalment of the overall cut in the 1st year = sum of all trade-distorting support will not exceed 80% of the sum of final bound AMS plus permitted de minimis plus Blue Box at the level determined in § 15.

Blue box: Art.6.5. will be reviewed, BB support will not exceed 5% of a mbs average total value of agricultural production during an historical period, but no disproportionate cut demanded (flex. given), additional criteria will be negotiated, but balance of WTO rights and obligations, no perverse effect of undoing reforms

Green box: Review of GB criteria, Ensure that basic concepts, principles and effectiveness of GB remain, take due account of NTCs, improved obligations for monitoring and surveillance

De minimis: ( will be negotiated

Abbreviations: AoA = Agreement on agriculture; AU = African Union; MA = market access; AMS = aggregate measurement of support; ES = export subsidies; TRQ = tariff rate quota; DS = domestic support; BB= Blue Box; DCs: developing countries; DdCs= developed countries; LDCs = least developed countries; NFIDCs = net food importing DCs; NTCs = non trade concerns; NTBs = non tariff barriers; MD = Marrakesh Decision; MFN = most favoured nation; S&DT = special and differential treatment; SPS = agreement on sanitary and phytosantary measures; SP = special products; STEs = state trading enterprises; SSG = Special safeguard in AoA; SSM = special safeguard mechanism; TBT = agreement on technical barriers to trade.

Export competition

Derbez-Text (13.9.2003)
EU/US-proposal (13.8.03)
G-20-proposal (20.8.2003)
G-90-paper (12.9.03)

*AU (28.5.04)
G-33 paper on MA (1.6.04)
Oshima-Text (2.8.04)

“( of all forms of export subsidies with a view to phasing out”: export sub-sidies, export credits, food aid and STEs, end date under negotiation

Equal treatment of export subsidies and export credits: elimination of  export subsidies (element)  for products of export interest to DCs, for the remaining products = (.

Food aid: prevention of commercial displacement
“( of all forms of export subsidies with a view to phasing out”: export sub-sidies, export credits, food aid and STEs 

Equal treatment of export subsidies and export credits: elimination of  export subsidies (element)  for products of export interest to DCs, for the remaining products = (.
Export subsidies: elimina-tion for products of interest to DCs in X years. 

Elimination for remaining products in Y years 

Export credits: develop disciplines

Food aid: additional disci-plines 
ES: substantial reduction, with a view to phasing out within a specified period, by a certain date (*)


-----------
Elimination by the end date (credible) to be agreed: export subsidies, trade distorting element of export credits, trade distorting practices of STEs, provision of food aid (not used as a mechanism of surplus disposal, prevent commercial displacement)

Market access
Derbez-text (13.9.2003)
EU/US-proposal (13.8.03)


G-20-proposal (20.8.03)
G-90-paper (12.9.03)

*AU (28.5.04)
G-33 paper on MA (1.6.04)
Oshima-text (2.8.04)

Blended formula:

1. X% tariff lines: Y % Ø tariff (
2. X% of tariff lines: Swiss formula

3. X% of tariff lines: duty free

Tariff escalation: to be addressed by applying a factor of [ ]%

TRQs: in-quota tariffs shall be reduced by [ ]%

SSG: remains under negot. 
Blended formula: 

4. X% tariff lines: Y % Ø tariff (
5. X% of tariff lines: Swiss formula

6. X% of tariff lines: duty free

SSG: to be negotiated


Blended formula:

1. X% of tariff lines: Y% tariff ( (+ coefficient to reduce tariff escalat.) 

2. X% of tariff lines: Swiss formula

3. X% of tariff lines: duty free 

TRQ: Expansion of in-quota tariffs down to zero 

Elimination of SSG 

Tropical products: Duty free MA
MA shall be improved, reduction of tariff peaks and tariff escalation

Overall target for tariff reduction by DdCs

NTBs: DdCs shall address issues of NTBs, such as SPS and TBT

TQ regime: More simplified and transparent 

SSG*: remains to be negotiated
Tariff ( undertaken by DCs shall only be designated proportion of tariff ( by developed countries

Ensure fairness, bearing in mind the different tariff structures

Fully reflect the differences between DCs and developed countries commitment
Tiered Formula: a) All mbs (except LDCs) will make a contribution, b) Remain under negotiations: number of bands, thresholds, type of tariff reduction in each band, c) Role of a tariff cap requires further evaluation

Sensitive Products: a) Selection: Tariff lines which currently incorporate out-of-quota tariff rates = close approximation of the max. permissible number of tariff lines, b) substantial improve-ment through combination of TRQ and MFN, c) establish minimum cut of out-of-quota-tariff rate

Final balanced result by incl. ( or elimination of in-quota tariffs, better tariff quota administration.
Tariff escalation: will be addressed

SSG and tariff simplification: remain under negotiation

Special & differential treatment

Derbez-Text (13.9.2003)
EU/US-proposal (13.8.03)
G-20-proposal (20.8.2003)
G-90-paper (12.9.03)

*AU (28.5.04)
G-33 paper on MA (1.6.04)
Oshima-Text (2.8.04)

MA: longer implementation and lower reductions

1. X% tariff lines: Y % Ø tariff (, designation of SPs under conditions to be determined which would be subject to a linear cut of a min. of   [ ]%, if low tariff bindings = no tariff (
2. X% of tariff lines: Swiss formula

3. X% of tariff lines: duty free

SSM: to be established subject to conditions and for products to be determined

Duty free MA for imports from DCs (MFN, preferences)

Preferences: to take into account (TN/AG/W/1/Rev.1)

DS: longer implementations periods, lower reductions, enhanced provisions under art. 6.2 and the green box

De minimis: no reduction requirement

ES: maintenance of art. 9.4, appropriate provisions for export credits for LDCs, NFIDCs

STEs in DCs which enjoy special privileges to preserve domestic price stability and to ensure food security will receive special consideration for maintaining monopoly status.
MA esp. for DCs „in need“

Duty free MA for min. X% of the imports from DCs (MFN, preferences)

SSM for import sensitive products

S&DT incl. longer implementation periods and lower reduction commitments 

General: S&DT adjusted for „net food exporting countries“
MA: all tariff lines: Y % Ø tariff (
TRQs: no expansion, no ( of in-quota tariffs

SSM: shall be established under conditions to be determined (scope depen-ding on tariff cuts)

SPs: to be negotiated

DS: expansion of art. 6.2.

Maintenance of de minimis for DCs

ES: maintenance of art. 9.4.
LDCs: duty and quota free Improved MA by DdCs

No ceiling on level of max. tariffs for DCs

SPs: self-selection

SSM: to be established

Preferences: provide for the maintenance and security through flexible rules and modalities based on dev. Needs

Export credits: Provision in favour of LDCs and NFIDCs (see MD)

Food aid: address emergency situations, should continue to meet chronic food deficits and/or development goals

MD: reaffirm and call for it’s speedy implementation

DS*: maintain and expand scope of art. 6.2

De minimis*: S&DT provisions for African DCs

Green box*: enhanced for DCs

ES*: continued access to art. 9.4.

STEs*: exemption for DCs
MA: tariff formula shall not undermine the concept of S&DT

TRQs: no new commitment nor expansion

SP: stand alone category, no tariff (commitment, self-designation

SSM: to be established

SPs must also have access to SSM
MA: All mbs (except LDCs) will make a contribution. SND = integral part.
SPs: Flexibility to designate an appropriate number of products as SPs, based on criteria on food security etc 

SSM: to be established under conditions to be agreed.

Tropical products: Full implementation of the long-standing commitment to fully liberalise trade 

Preference erosion: is recognised (reference = TN/AG/10)
DS: Longer implementation periods and lower reduction coefficients, continued access to provisions under art. 6.2.

DCs allocating almost all de minimis programmes for subsistence and resource-poor farmers will be exempt.

ES: longer implementations periods, continued benefit from art. 9.4., appropriate provisions for export credits for LDCs, NFIDCs
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